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In February 1948, the skoplje (I L8/C 70) airfield was occupied by about
50 to 60 singlo-engine lowewing monoplanes, 12 to 15 aireralt of Ju=52,
Klerm=35 and Stieglitz types, and an unknown number of iwin-engine planes.
Pis said that the single-engine low-wing monoplanes were of Soviet type.

| that the low-wing monoplanes had been stationed at the

fielc since the fall of 1947, when they arrived in one formation from an
unimovm location. ™

Fimost all flights were made in daytime., About three to five single-engine
low~-wing monoplanes took off daily, headed southward and returned after one
hour or one hour and a half. Yugoslavs said that ihe planes made reconnaise
sance flirhts along the Greek border. There was intensive daytime practice
flying with Klerm-35s and Stieglitzs. Ju-52s made flizhis of several hours
duration. [ Jcould not remember the type flying done by the twin-engine
pianes. light Clights were mede occasionally.

The socded landing ficld was about 3 km in H-8 direction and 1} ko in Eed
direction. *aborers said that the landing #ield had drainage facilities.
There were no concrete rmways or taxiways at the field in February 19L8,
Tovever, Yugoslav forwmen said that a N-5 rumway was to be built in the
center of ihe ficid &s soon as the soil had settled enough after the exten—
sive reconstructior. vork, &

“he reconstroction of buildings and installations at the landing field started
in 1945, The work, done by a state construction corbine, was pushed in 19L6
and renerally completed in the beginning of 1948,

Duildings "né installations at the field included a minirmm of ten corrugated
sheet metal hencars, each 25xh0 meters; one repair-hangar 35x120 meters,
containing several workshops, one large assembly hall, spare parts depots and
offices; and another workshop with fitbing, lathe and welding depariments
vere located on the sovthwestern section of the field. iircraft parking sites,
without special narkings, revetments or other installations, were located in
the southwestern and northwestern cornors of the landing field.
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6. The underground fuel dump was in the southwestern section of the field,
between the workshops snd a parachute depot. Other Pus said that an
underground instr1lstlon of reinforced concrete was being reconditioned
ard that walls and ceilings were 70 om thick. £ spur track led to the
fuel durp. Pumps and £illing stations were both west of the dump, at
the side of the spur track ond east of ihe dump, at the side of the road.
Two or three tank trucks were occasionally seen there. The size and ca-
pacity of the tank trucks and the type of gasoline were not known,

5X1A T :lcould not supply any data on the storage of armunition or bombs.

8. The boundaries of the landing field were marked by ground lights in the
east, south end west. OUbstacle lights were on the hangars and most of
the other buildings. Red and white signal lights on the hills north and
south of thc field flashed alternately at nignt.

9. The radio house, 10x25 meters, with an antenna mast about 10 meters high,
Titted on the roof, was south of the construction nmonagement building,
source (id not know ihie type of anlennase or ecquipment of the house. The
weather station was presumably housed in the koumrandatura building on which
a2 wind sock and an anemometer were erected.

10, Other buildings on the field included four two-story barracks buildings,
each 15%30 neters, located on the northern edre; according to civilian
laborers, cne barracks building was oceupied by a company of student pi-
lots, the other buildings were occupied by trained flying and ground person-—
ncl, The tlree-story kormandatura was 25xli0 meters; The construction manage=
ment building, 25x3C meters. dwo garares, each 10x20 meters. - motor ve-
hicle repair shop, 10x20 meters. 4<he officers' mess, 25x30 meters. The
L ness, 10x20 neters. Mre house, 5x10 meters. Depot o 1, 25xU5 meters,
trmo=story building, where enrines, spare parts and articles of equipment
were stored. Derot lo 2, 10:20 meters, uscd as clobhing warehouse. Para-
chute depot, 10x20 neters, Pus said tlat the parachutes were of American
or ritish male,

11, The field area was surrounded by a barbed wire fence 2 meters hich. Sentries
werc posted at the gates of tie two roads terminating at the ield, the kome
mandatura btuilding, the hangars, the bLerracks, the depots, and Lhe fuel
dunmp. Patrols guarded the landing field. AA or ;round defense emplacements
were not observed. Ko camoufla; e measures were taken, ¢

S5X1A asl |Coxrgnez'ri:o The oceupation reported Zor 1947 and early 1948 agrces with
‘previous inrormalion., For this period, one fijhter regiment sud one ground
attaci regiment rere Lelieved 1o be stationed at the field. The Jescviption
and a sitetel of fichter aircraft indieate thet the fishters are Yak types
vhich were revorted by otlier sources. According to Yugoslav press reports
vihiicn have not beun courlirued, oue Cighior repiuent aad tiwo borber re;iments
were stationud at ihe Skoplje airfield in the surmer of 1950. To date, no
definite picturc of lhe occupation has been obiained.
5X1A 3 Comment. Lhe size of the airfield seems to be overestineted desnite
the mmerous hen, ars ond other Luildings located thore., 4ccording to Yugo-
slav press reports, two rumways vere =licredly constructed at the Tield, The
limensions of the rimrays were not reported,.
s |Corment.  “he report wos suppliod | |
and 1t coiba.ns the most deta’lcd description so far rocolved on Tho instale
lations at the iield. Since most of the Jatagree with provious reports, the
inforrmation is Lelicved to he gonerslly correcl. |
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